Gamma Knife thalamotomy for the treatment of functional disorders.
Gamma Knife thalamotomy was performed with a 4-mm collimator in 2 cases with thalamic pain following a stroke and in 1 case of Parkinson's disease with tremor. In both cases with pain the maximum dose of 130 Gy was focused at the mediocaudal region of the previous thalamic lesion. In the case with tremor in Parkinson's disease, the maximum dose was 150 Gy. Longer follow-up is now proceeding, but the short-term results are encouraging. Based on data obtained from selective thalamotomy with depth microrecording, Gamma Knife thalamotomy could be a safe and effective technique for the treatment of these functional disorders.